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that the normal time for deserti adults in the field is from the middle of June
through the end of July.

Several intensive collecting efforts at the type locality in late 1970,
totalling approximately 126 man-hours, yielded only 14 deserti larvae (one died of
parasitism in February 1971) in comparison to 80 navajo larvae collected
concurrently. In view of this, and because of its competition with navajo for the
same foodplant in highly localized situations, we believe the deserti will remain ex­
tremely rare in collections.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The authors especially wish to thank Mr. Don B. Stallings for generously
devoting time and effort to examine deserti specimens and offer valuable
comments and encouragement.

Thanks are also due to Mr. Lloyd M. Martin, Prescott, Arizona, for
examining specimens and giving helpful information. To Dr. Frank F. Hasbrouck,
Associate Professor of Zoology and Curator of Insects, Artizona State
University, Tempe, Arizona, our warmest appreciation for critically reviewing
the manuscript.

We also wish to thank the following persons for their helpful cooperation
in granting collecting permits to remove ursus-infested Yucca for comparative
studies: Mr. David G. Stimson, Superintendent, Chiricahua National Monument,
Arizona; Mr. S. R. Albert, District Ranger, Douglas Ranger District, Coronado
National Forest, Arizona; and Mr. R. A. Countryman, Chief, Division of Compliance,
Arizona Commission of Agriculture and Horticulture. Mr. Michael Banville of
Phoenix, Arizona, photographed the deserti larva; all other photographs by the
senior author. Foodplant determinations were made by Mr. John Weber,
Horticulturist, Desert Botanical Garden, Papago Park, Phoenix, Arizona.

We sincerely appreciate the generosity of Dr. Lee D. Miller and Mr.
A. C. Allyn for making this publication possible and to them we extend
our heartfelt thanks.

LITERATURE CITED

dos Passos, C. F., 1964. A synonymic list of the Nearctic Rhopalocera. Lepid.
Soc. Mem., No. I, New Haven, Conn. v + 145 pp.

Freeman, H. A., 1969. Systematic review of the Megathymidae. J. Lep. Soc.,
23, Supplement 1, 58 pp., 1 pI.

Kearney, T. H., and R. H. Peebles, 1960. Arizona Flora. University of California
Press, Berkeley. 1085 pp.

Merriam, C. Hart, 1898. Life zones and crop zones of the United States. U. S.
Dept. Agric., Div. BioI. Surv. Bull. No. 10, 79 pp.

Stallings, Don B., and J. R. Turner, 1956. Notes on Megathymus ursus, with
description of a related new species. Lepid. News, 10: 1-8.

Wielgus, Ronald S., Joseph R. and Dale, 1970 (1971). Additional notes on the
distribution and foodplant preferences of Megathymus coloradensis
navajo Skinner. J. Res. Lepid. 9(3):169-174. .

POSTSCRIPT

The following information was received after the paper was in press: quoting
Ronald Wielgus, "On this day, the 21st of November, we confirmed the existence of
ursus deserti at the Thirteen Mile Rock locality cited in our paper by collecting four
viable fourth-instar larvae feeding in Yucca baccata on the steep slopes. We also took
out eight well-powdered navajo larvae concurrently. Three of the deserti larvae were
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in very small caudices and will ultimately have to be transferred to larger ones. Field
recognition of deserti [larvae] is easier now inasmuch as their burrows are unpowder­
ed, tents are smaller and the larvae distinct from navajo. We inspect all larvae by
pulling off the tents and peering into the burrows, using sunlight to illuminate the
larvae at the bottom." - Ed.


