











aphid colony noted). The ants tended even the small rita larvae. Adult rita were
common here on this date and about a month earlier, and several were reared from
the larvae.

(6) September 8, 1969, corner of Binder & Whiting Streets, El Segundo, Los Angeles
Co., Calif. Larvae of Philotes battoides ssp. (new) on flowers of Eriogonum
parvifolium var. parvifolium were commonly tended by Iridomyrmex humilis
(Andre). Several adult Philotes reared.

A parasite was obtained from Philotes sonorensis larvae and determined by
E.E.Grissell, UC Davis, as Euderus, a species near lividus (Ashmead) (Hymenoptera:
Eulophidae). Nine specimens were obtained, three are with K. Yoshimoto (Canadian
Dept. Agr.), and six are in the UC Davis entomology collection. The localities were:
Briceburg, Mariposa Co., Calif., from larvae of sonorensis collected on May 6,
1969; parasites emerged from a 4th instar sonorensis larva on May 7 and pupated
ca. May 10; another batch emerged from a shriveled larva on ca. May 14. 4 mi. N.
of Placerville, South Fork of American River, on road to Georgetown, El Dorado Co.,
Calif., larvae of sonorensis collected May 4, 1969, leg. R. F. Denno & O. Shields;
parasite ex dead sonsorensis larva, noted as pupa on May 14, noted as adult on May
25, one specimen. “The biological records of the Nearctic Euderus indicate that most
species are host specific on pupae of leaf tying, leaf mining, twig and fruit boring
Lepidoptera, stem boring Coleoptera, and gall making Hymenoptera. Others
show hyperparasitism on other Hymenoptera and have a diversity in host
preference’” (Yoshimoto, 1971: 542).

Rarely adult Philotes have square chips out of the wing edge, sometimes on both
sides, or a line across the wing with no scales (in line with a chip), perhaps in-
dicative of bird and/or lizard predation. Old wings of a Philotes enoptes near ancilla
were found in a spider web on Eriogonum umbellatum var. umbellatum, July 11,
1969, south & west facing slopes of Victorine Canyon, 8000-10,000’, S. side of Bunker
Hill, Toiyabe Range, Lander Co., Nevada. On February 20, 1972, ca. 3 mi. NE of
Auburn, Placer Co., Calif., leg. O. Shields, J. Mori, S. Sims, & R. Wells, we found a
sonorensis adult caught in a small web by the tip of the wing. It fluttered for about
two hours before finally breaking loose, then sat resting on a weed head for 15
minutes. The spider in the web was an orb weaver, Cyclosa sp. (Araneidae),
determined by L. Vincent and K. Yeargan, UC Davis. One Q P. enoptes dammersi
was found floating on the surface of a small pool, September 10, 1969, 2 mi. S. of
Cove Spring, Granite Mts., SW of Providence Mts., San Bernardino Co., Calif. On
August 8, 1969, W. end of Dana Plateau, above Tioga Pass, 11,000-11,400°, Mono
Co., Calif., a dead Philotes battoides battoides female was dragged across the ground
by an ant, Formica sp., fusca group. (Snelling’s notes say, “Specimen is broken and
I cannot give a name with certainty. Seems nearest F. fusca Linné.”) A possible
predator of the P. rita pallescens larvae from the Aug. 2, 1969, Currant, Nevada,
locality are two species of coccinellids, Hippodamia convergens Guerin and H.
quinquesignata Kirby; a few larvae and adults of these beetles were noticed crawling
over the Eriogonum kearneyi stems.
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