












The Rainforest

Research Expeditions
Staff of the McGuire Center participate in and 
lead research expeditions to remote parts of the 
world. Recently, members of staff and students 
travelled to Russia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Brazil, 
Venezuela, Bahamas, Costa Rica, Malaysia, 
Colombia, and Nepal.  A number of interna-
tional collaborations are ongoing.  Among these 
are a Lepidoptera faunal survey of the Hunstein 
Mountain range in Papua New Guinea and proj-
ects on Lepidoptera of the West Indies, Ecuador 
and Mexico.  
    In 2006, Paul Goldstein participated in a Rus-
sian-American expedition to the Far East; Keith 
Willmott spent three months in the cloud forests 
of Ecuador and traversed Andean countries with 
a series of lectures and workshops.  Andy War-
ren was awarded a fellowship from the Mexican 
government to spend part of the year working in 
the field in that country. 
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A Philippine nymphalid butterfly, Parthenos sylvia, and Malaysian silk moth, Attacus atlas, in the 
Butterfly Rainforest of the McGuire Center  

The McGuire Center Butterfly Rainforest is a 6,400 square foot, 65-foot 
tall, steel and screen living exhibit.  Its walkway meanders through lush 
tropical foliage and encounters  five waterfalls.  The 430 species of nectar-
producing tropical and subtropical plants support  1,500-2000 butterflies 
of over 110 species.  It is the largest living exhibit of its kind in the world. 
During the dry, hot conditions of early summer, there is a high pressure 
fog system to supplement the waterfalls in humidifying and cooling the 
vivarium.  Butterflies in the exhibit come as pupae from butterfly farms 
in the Philippines, Malaysia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Surinam, Ecuador, 
Belize and Florida.

The Rainforest is a favorite field trip destination for school groups around 
Florida.  Teachers usually develop a curriculum segment around their 
visit.  It also serves as a living laboratory for many university students and 
visiting scientists.  University classes study animal behavior, ecosystems, 
photography, botany, horticulture, landscape architecture, and plant 
medicine. Graduate student Christian Salcedo spent evenings for three 
months in the Rainforest observing Zebra Longwing roosting behavior, and 
Matthew Lehnert studied Papilio garamas  there.  In the adjacent Rearing 
Laboratory, artificial diets as well as host plant and nectar source nutritional 
components are explored.

The Rainforest employs eight full 
and part-time employees.  Atten-
dence was highest during the first 
year of operations (130,000), with 
numbers of visitors subsequently sta-
bilizing to average 100,000 annually. 
It houses over 430 species of plants, 
1500-2000 individual butterflies of 
over 100 species, tropical fish, and 
birds.
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To continue receiving this free newsletter please 
write to the address, fax, or e-mail below, or call 
352-392-5894
�
UF McGuire Center for Lepidoptera
and Biodiversity
University of Florida
Florida Museum of Natural History
P.O.Box 112710
Gainesville , FL 32611
fax (352) 392-0479
e-mail: celiazar@flmnh.ufl.edu
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