

















Opsiphanes blythekitzmillerae is More than Just a Name

In January of 2007, Collections
Manager George Austin found an
unusual specimen of owl butterfy
(genus Opsiphanes) at the McGuire
Center, originally collected in the
state of Sonora, Mexico. George
brought this butterfy to the attention of
postdoctoral fellow, Andrew Warren,
and together they started seeking
additional specimens of what appeared
to be an undescribed species of a very
large and beautiful butterfy. While
there are still many Lepidoptera species
to be discovered, it is not common to
fnd them in groups that are as well-
studied as Owl butterfies.

Within a short time, they located
additional specimens in collections in
the United States and Mexico, and were
able to determine that it did, indeed,
represent a new species.

This species is remarkable not only
because of its large size and unique
wing markings, but also because it
is the northernmost owl butterfy, a
largely tropical group. The species is a

resident in Sonora, only 70 miles south
of the United States border.

In an effort to generate support for
Warren’s ongoing research conducted
in conjunction with the Alfonso L.
Herrera Zoology Museum at Mexico’s
National ~ Autonomous  University,
researchers from both institutions
agreed to auction the rights to the name
of this new species with an online
auction site.

The auction, which ran from October
22" to November 2", 2007, generated
national and international media
coverage, and resulted in $40,800
earned for research on Mexican
butterfies, enough to fund ongoing
research programs for another year.
The winning bidder, who has chosen to
remain anonymous, bought the name
on behalf of her and her four siblings,
to honor their grandmother, Margery
Minerva Blythe Kitzmiller (1883-
1972). The name of the new butterfy
is Opsiphanes blythekitzmillerae Austin
& A. Warren, 2008.

A specimen of O. blythekitzmillerae in the collection of
the McGuire Center.
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