EPTPHYILOUS FUNGI FOUND Ti ASSCCIATICN 'JITH LOCENE FOSSILS 1 O
MAbstract published in American Journsl of Botany, Vol, 50, Wo, 6, Part 2
Continued work on well-preserved plant fossils from Locene deposits of the

llississpiip embayment has yielded several [orms of epiphyllous fun:i, Iliembers of
the Pyrenomycetes are represented by the genus lieliola in the family lieliolaceae.
lleliola is characterized by creeping mycelia which produce setae and short 2-cellen
capitate hyphopodia, The perithecia ars not preserved in the specimens found in
this investi_ ation. The modern forms of this fanily are particularly obuncant in
the troplcs as oblizate parasites of plants; the only uther fossil record of this
zenus is from the Eocene brown coals of Germany. The Loculoasermycotidae are
represented by members of the family microtayriaceae in the order 1icroTigmwigles,
Two forms of this family are considered. “l2e Iirst Torm is characterized by super-
ficial stromata that are flattened, radiate, and astomate, assocliated witn free
nycelia, warich produce hyphopodia. The sccond fora h:s an epiphyllous stroma com-
posed of disintesrated hyphal masses and os a prominent ostviole. These fruiting
hodies are ~enerally associated with dichotomizing, anastomosing, free hyphae in
various steres of decay. The trensverse walls of the hyphae are incomplete scota
with oromincnt central perforotions, a typical feature of the mocern Lsconycetess
The vast majovity of moderm iiicrothyriaceae cre tropical. This is the first record
of suc: fungi from the Locene of North Auerica and their presence swetantiates
previous climetic interpretetions of tae ilississippl embayment area cduring the . ;
Focenee
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