


740

siderations and characters he used in working
out the systematics of the flora. It would have
been helpful to those who will use this work in
their research to know how many specimens each
description of new forms was based on and to
have the various illustrations of the same species
grouped on the same or nearby plates. The re-
touching of the fossil leaf illustrations may some-
times be misleading. It is unfortunate that one
of the new species, Menispermiles limacioides,
was not illustrated.

MacGinitie assigns several isolated frujts and
leaves to the same genus and species. I think this
is risky since they are not found in organic con-
nection. Certainly a strong case can be built for
the probable relationship of a leaf, fruit and pol-
len occuring in the same deposit hut it cannot be
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absolutely proven without more evidence than
association. For example in this book isolated
Lomatiag-like [ruits and isolated Lomatia-like
leaves are both assigned to Lomatia lineatus.
However in the January 1971 issue of Audiubon
similar Lomatia-like fruits are illustrated at-
tached to quite different foliage.

In several sections of this publication, includ-
ing those on systematic considerations, paleo-
geographic relationships and the climates and
environmental conditions of the area in the
middle Eocene, MacGinitie has shared with us
his wealth of experience and knowledge of Ter-
tiary paleobotany. These sections should be read
by all paleobotanists.
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