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Angiosperms nre the !!lOsi.. diverse 3nd widespread group of land 

plants eve~ to have exist d ot Gny time on the earth. They ure 

the product of the mo~t rece~t mojor rodietion of land p]nnts 

nnd ure better repre~o.llted if: the fonsil record than any other' 

group. The angicspernu ori~in3ted Dnd diversified during ~eriods 

of extenuive geolodic~l activity. Thus their f0ssil record fcr3s 

an import9nt !cund~ticn in our study of later ko.sozoic and Ceno­

zoic strRtigraphy, pl~te tectonics, phytogeography ond evolution 

of co-od~jltive feo"t.ur0":; Dnd r,:.\.diation of major modern tuXC-. 

The fossil rec()ro (.f 8!lGiosperos conte.ins a b!'03'~~ r[;l;;e of 

plant or!3l-"ris: "Icod, l€'cl.Ve~, flc\!.'ers, [-ollen 'J,nd fruits and seeds, 

preserved in 2. v2riety of ~nys. The p3lecbot3ni~ts who speciali­

ze in the stUdy of f'~sil nngiosperms or who use the d~t~ avai­

lable fro~ the angienp~rm fessil record come froD diverse bcc~­

ground anct arc lcoki~2 fer QnSWer5 to 8 vori0ty of q~estions. 

In spite cf the dj.fi~:·ent origins Dnd focus n£ s~ccific investi­

gators, we do h.lwe ') ~~o~on bc,.d in our inter-est in angiosp2r:r,s, 

extinct and extant. 

Today, even after 1;0 yeJrs of study, the evolution of nnglo­
sperms still prCaetlts on intriBuin~ challenge to mankind. We ha­

ve been ~isled by seme of the early work on fossil angiosperms, 
but now r,3ve the tool" ond experience for more precise under­

standing of f('8si 1 :ll1d modern angiosperms • Extensive illustre­

ted literature, fo~~il deposits spanning the age of the an5io­

sperms and eX"t.ending arcund the world, new techniqucs of inve­

stigation, ond ever expa~ding reference collections of fossil 

and modern orga.ns C2.n no"v be combined with new evolutio~l:Jry thc::--­

ries and a ~ush better understanding of modern enGios~crQ syste­

:JJ.'tic:s C';:l,:i ·~c:;lcGY, to Dllow a synthesis of ,i'.1t,~ :-leVCr bc:.'ore 



- 8 ­

p03sible. ~e are enterinG 3 new phose in our study cf fossil 
nngiosper;~s nn::l the produc t of our \'lark will hO'le b9.sic Dnd fer 

reuchir.~ results. 
The challen~e of the evolution of ongiosper~s IS filled wit~ 

mysteries ond unanswered questions woiting to be addressed. The 
origin(s) of angiosperms is probably the least understood and 

must subject to debote of &ny ffiojcr plant group. The early evo­
lution of aoe;iosperos is still on incomplete a:1d often ino:::cur!.:­

te record and the subseq~ent radiation of extant angiosper~ t8X~ 

on the ge:1eric LlI:d/or f&!'lliJ.y level has rarely been traced thrc;~5-'l 

time in any detail with confidence. Important contributions hu­
ve re:::ently been mede in en:::h of these areaS. The utility of the 

stratigraphy of angiosperm fossils is well recognized for pol­
len, while such use of ether anciosperm orgens is less precisely 

understcod. 
Because of the improvement in technology for studyinB fossil 

und modern anGios~er~s, expanding reference collections of on­
giosper~ org9GS (fossil and modern), need for more precise end 

detailed research end the increased number of researchers stu­
dying fossil oUbiosperms, it is ioportont to come tcgether in 

a common i'orum and shore our own particular perspectives about 
the field. In order to encourage a synthesis of data from diffe­

rent speciaJ.i~ed areas we need to know our colleagues in e.ngio­
sperm paleobotany. We share a common interest and will all bene­
fit from an exchange (formal or informal) of ideas, published 
results, specimens of fossil and modern angiosperms and inforilla­

tion about our own areas of special interest. The International 
Association of Angiosperm Paleobotany (IAAP) should serve as 

such a forum for those interested in angiosperm paleobotany. As 
D group we should encourage our colleagues throughout the world 

and provide a common ground for the synthesis of information re­

sulting from the variety of speciol interests in angiosperm pa­

leobotany. 
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