


pogsible. We are entering s new phase in our study cf fossil
angiosperms gnd the product of our work will hgove basic eond far
reaching results.

The cheallence of the evolution of angiosperms is filled with
mysteries and unanswered questions walting to be addressed. The
origin(s) of angiosperms is probably the least understood and
most subject to debate of any majcr plant group. The early evo-
lution of angiosperms is still an incomplete and often inaccurc-—
te record and the subsequent redistion of extant angiospern texe
on the generic znd/or family level has rerely been traced through
time in any detail with confidence. Importsnt contributions hea-
ve recently been mzde in each of these ereas. The utility of the
stretigraphy of angiosperm fossils is well recognized for pol-
len, while such use of cther enpilosperm orgeans is less precisely
understcod.

Because of the improvement in technology for studying fossil
and modern engiosperms, expanding reference collections of an-
giosperm organs (fossil and modern), need for more precise end
deteiled rescarch end the increased number of researchers stu-
dying fossil angicsperms, it is important to come tcgether in
g common forum and share our own particuler perspectives about
the field. In order to encourage a synthesis of data from diffe-
rent specialized areas we need to know our colleagues in sngio-
sperm paleobotany. We share a common interest and will all bene-
fit from an exchange (formel or informal) of ideas, published
results, specimens of fossil and modern gngiosperms and informa-
tion about our own areas of speciel interest. The International
Association of Angiosperm Paleobotany (IAAP) should serve as
such a forum for those interested in angiosperm paleobotany. As
a group we should encourage our colleagues throughout the world
and provide a common ground for the synthesis of information re-
sulting from the veriety of specigl interests in angiosperm pa-
leobotany.
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