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                   message

A Message from the Director 

As the Museum enters its second century on the University of Florida campus, it remains youthful, vibrant and 
dynamic. This annual report reveals a museum tightly woven into the fabric of UF, clearly focused on research, 
collections and teaching while also serving its constituents through exhibitions, educational programs and 
public outreach.

in 2007-2008 several notable transitions occurred among our curatorial staff. Long-serving faculty members 
Jerry Milanich, Dick Franz and Graig Shaak retired; however, we were able to jump-start our fledgling 
bioinformatics initiative by hiring curators Reed Beaman and Nico Cellinese from Yale University.

The Exhibits and Public Programs Division had a year filled with highlights. our newest traveling exhibition, 
Megalodon: Largest Shark that Ever Lived, received the 2007 Award of Excellence from the Southeastern 
Museums Conference. ButterflyFest was a huge success, and Inside Africa, a temporary exhibition from The 
Field Museum, helped attract a more diverse audience and boost annual attendance to 217,974.

As i write this message, the United States is plunged into its worst financial crisis since the Great Depression. 
The Museum was forced to reduce its state budget by 4.3 percent in 2007-2008, and by another 6 percent 
heading into 2008-2009 as state revenues continued to decline. These cuts eliminated nearly $900,000 from 
our recurring state budget and forced several staff lay-offs. Currently we are planning for another 10 percent 
cut in the face of further revenue shortfalls. Endowment earnings have also plummeted in the wake of the 
banking crisis and turmoil on Wall Street, further undermining the financial base of the Museum.

The $1.5 billion UF tomorrow Capital Campaign kicked-off its public phase in September 2007. The Museum’s 
goal within the campaign is $30 million. Never was there a time when fund-raising was so crucial to our 
institutional well-being. Fortunately we were able to hire a top-notch Director of Development, Josh McCoy, 
to replace Beverly Sensbach who now serves the Museum as Assistant Director. With your help we expect to 
exceed our campaign goal and look forward to overcoming our financial challenges in the year ahead.

Douglas S. Jones, Ph.D.
Florida Museum of Natural History Director 

“the Florida museum of natural history is  
Florida’s state museum of natural history, dedicated  

to understanding, preserving and interpreting  
biological diversity and cultural heritage.”

This Annual Report features images from the Florida Museum 
Ornithology Collection. The  Florida Museum ornithology Division 
curates the world’s fifth-largest collection of modern bird skeletons and 
the second-largest collection of bird sounds in the Western hemisphere in 
number of species. The egg collection represents approximately 90 percent 
of the living species and subspecies of North American birds.

For information on joining the Florida museum ornithology Club,  
go to www.flmnh.ufl.edu/birds/club.htm or call (352) 273-1969.

Detail on front cover is Golden-hooded Tanager (Tangara larvata)
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Caribbean archaeology
Continued to study important ceramic collections from •	
Savanne Suazey (Grenada) and Paradise Park (Jamaica) and 
faunal collections from the Giraudy site, St. Lucia.

Collaborated with the island School, Eleuthera, Bahamas, •	
to develop an archaeology program.

Collaborated with Caicos Conch Farm to re-create a •	
Lucayan village on Grand turk.

organized and hosted an international symposium, •	 In 
the Footsteps of Ripley and Adelaide Bullen: A Survey of 
Caribbean Archaeology.

environmental archaeology
Developed a database that includes a Maya zooarchaeology •	
component, georeferences for all Mesoamerican sites and 
taxonomic and locality dictionaries for Mesoamerican 
research.

investigated methods in recovery and interpretation of •	
environmental archaeology data, as part of the Proyecto 
Zooarqueologico del Area Maya project. 

Continued research on ethnographic/ethnohistoric ritual •	
Maya animal caching and implications for ancient Maya 
diet in Guatemala highlands, animal material disposal 
patterns in the Southern Maya Lowlands and medicinal 
animal curation and use by itza Maya in Guatemala.

Completed an online digital image Fish Atlas and added •	
images of molluscan fauna to the Mesoamerican database.

ethnography
Completed curation of the indigenous Amazonian •	
ethnographic collection.

Received a donation of modern South American textiles to •	
complement the Andean Folk Art Collection.

Received a donation of Seminole/Miccosukee clothing and •	
other cultural objects.

Developed ethnographic displays for local agencies’ Native •	
American Heritage Day programs.

Florida archaeology
Began re-curation of the Pineland Collection, an •	
internationally significant systematic collection from a 
major Calusa indian town site.

Continued digital imaging of the Bullen Projectile Point •	
type Collection to publish on the Museum’s web site.

Curator Jerald Milanich retired in January and was •	
appointed curator emeritus.

Conducted archaeological testing and excavation at •	
Pineland, Brown’s Complex Mound 4 and Useppa island, as 
well as archaeological dating of Mound Key.

latin american archaeology
Research focused on Mesoamerican Postclassic period and •	
the intellectual exchange between the Maya and Central 
Mexico cultures.

Continued research on Maya calendar for •	 Past and Future 
Time on Earth: Mesoamerican Calendar Records of the 
Natural World.

Began systematic study and developed database of Bullard •	
Collection, a major Maya ceramic sherd collection.

organized a course for oak Hammock on Climate Change •	
and Human Behavior, co-sponsored by the Museum and 
the UF Land Use and Environmental Change institute.

spanish Colonial archaeology
Research focused on understanding cultural •	
transformations and cultural diversity of Spanish 
American society after European contact, and refining 
the understanding of landscapes and configurations of St. 
Augustine, the first European colony in the U.S.

Continued the synthesis of research at En Bas Saline, Haiti.•	

Completed conservation and curation of Fountain of Youth •	
Park artifacts; upgraded pre-1980s collections to national 
museum-quality standards.

Kathleen Deagan received the 2007 order of La Florida, •	
awarded by the City of St. Augustine in recognition of 
extraordinary contributions to the city.

Collections and Research
the Florida Museum’s curatorial and research activities continued to flourish 
this year. the Museum houses more than 28 million specimens, along with the 
associated field notes, photographs, databases and libraries that enhance their 
irreplaceable scientific value.

The Museum brought in more than $3.8 million in new and continuing multi-year grants to support research, 
curation of collections and education. Museum research focuses on studies of anatomy, molecular genetics, 
ecology, paleontology, evolution of plants and animals and the development through time of human cultures. 
While the Museum‘s primary collections and research strengths are focused in Florida, the southeastern United 
States and the Caribbean region, the programs span the globe. Most of the collections of plants, animals, fossils 
and artifacts rank among the top 10 nationally and internationally.

Archaeology and Ethnography
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Botany

herbarium
initiated the project •	 Revealing the Rare: A Virtual 
Collection of Florida’s Endangered Plant Species.

Continued genetic bar-coding of Florida species focusing on •	
invasive and poisonous plants.

Continued to develop a web site for the National Science •	
Foundation Assembling the Tree of Life program.

Phylogenetic study of subfamilial and tribal relationships •	
in two groups of orchids (oncidiinae, Sobraliinae) using 
molecular and morphological data.

molecular systematics and evolutionary 
genetics laboratory

Research focused on questions of angiosperm phylogeny, •	
patterns and genetics of floral evolution, patterns and 
processes of gene and genome evolution, phylogeography, 
and conservation genetics of rare Florida plant species. 

Continued to collaborate with the Botanical Society of •	
America to provide educational K-12 materials from Deep 
Time: A Comprehensive Phylogenetic Tree of Living and 
Fossil Angiosperms and The Floral Genome project.

Pam Soltis served as a Phi Beta Kappa Visiting Scholar, •	
lecturing on conservation biology, plant evolution and 
women in science.

Comparative phylogeography of eastern North American •	
tree species and woody and herbaceous plants from 
southeastern North America.

Paleobotany
Research focused on new Early Cretaceous angiosperms •	
from China, Paleocene flora of western North America, 
South America, China and Japan, and Eocene fruit and leaf 
floras of England, Germany, oregon and Wyoming.

Updated database of Lower Cretaceous angiosperms •	
worldwide, data to  be included in the Atlas of Early 
Angiosperms.

Received the Ed Deevey pollen collection, a modern •	
reference pollen collection of Florida plants.

A new species of Eocene fossil fruit, •	 Palaeophytocrene 
manchesterii, named after Steve Manchester.

invertebrate Zoology

malacology
Research focused on understanding the distribution and •	
origin of marine biodiversity in tropical reef systems and 
documenting systematics, evolution and biogeography of 
selected taxa of marine invertebrates worldwide.

Conducted genetic bar-coding of marine invertebrates, •	
including a survey of Moorea island (French Polynesia) and 
in the northwestern Hawaiian islands.

Undertook a systematic revision of aspidochirotid •	
holothurians (sea cucumbers).

Completed •	 An Annotated Checklist and Bibliography of the 
Land and Freshwater Snails of Mexico and Central America.

invertebrate Paleontology
Directed paleontological resource surveys at the •	
Guantanamo Bay Naval Station, Cuba, documenting new 
oligocene to Miocene fossil sites.

Described nine new species of early Miocene gastropods.•	

Continued National Science Foundation-funded curation •	
of a late Eocene collection of fossil mollusks, brachiopods 
and sea stars from Seymour island, Antarctica.

Completed an NSF-sponsored collaborative project with •	
the University of South Florida to provide undergraduate 
research experiences.

Museum Studies
Continued to study the impact of Native American •	
encounters on natural history, using accounts of 16th-
century Neotropics and management of commercial deer 
hunting in the 18th-century Southeast.

Completed scholarly monograph on William Bartram and •	
18th-century Natural History (Linnaean Science).

Vertebrate Zoology

herpetology
Conducted conservation and management assessment of •	
critically endangered amphibians in Honduras.

Surveyed the Florida distribution of teiid lizards, the •	
Madagascar Giant Day Gecko, the Curly-tailed lizard, boa 
constrictor, and Burmese python.

Studied the status of the Eastern Back and Mole kingsnakes •	
in Georgia.

Continued the study of genetic diversity of the Eastern •	
indigo snake in Florida and southeastern Georgia.

Studied fossil tortoises from Florida, Nebraska and the •	
West indies.

ichthyology
Continued the •	 All Catfish Species Inventory research 
project.

Continued a major revision of the •	 Peterson Field Guide to 
Freshwater Fishes of North America.

Began new aspects of systematic research on percid, •	
siluriform and cypriniform fishes.

Monitored, documented and reported shark attacks and •	
other shark/human interactions world-wide through the 
Florida Museum international Shark Attack File.

Added interactive educational shark dissection activity to •	
web site to help the public become more familiar with the 
internal and external anatomy of sharks.

Developed the •	 Sawfish in Peril outreach initiative to 
educate fishers and the general public about the endangered 
status of the smalltooth sawfish.

The Katharine ordway Chair  
of ecosystem Conservation

Studied the effects of productivity gradients on avian •	
community composition and structure in South America 
with special emphasis on the Amazon, the Andes and 
Venezuela.

Researched factors underlying elevational distributions and •	
range limits of birds in the Andes, including changes in 
plant communities, climate and interspecific territoriality.

Studied the effects of urbanization on Florida bird •	
communities with attention to the mechanisms that 
influence community composition, abundance and nest 
predation.

Studied the population dynamics and behavioral •	
adaptations of avian brood parasites, especially the Brown-
headed Cowbird.

mammalogy
Began a project to reconstruct the evolutionary history of •	
bacterial endosymbiosis in obligate blood-feeding lice.

Continued to study the parasitic lice of humans and other •	
primates to evaluate rates of evolution.

Studied the molecular genetics of pocket gophers and •	
Florida mice using skin samples preserved in the Museum’s 
Genetic Resources Repository.

Continued research on the endangered Florida panther, •	
including the use of stable isotopes and Harris lines to assess 
their health and diet.

ornithology
Studied Miocene, Pleistocene and Holocene fossil birds •	
from the Thomas Farm site in Gilchrist County, Fla. and 
numerous sites in northern Mexico, southwestern U.S., the 
Bahamas, trinidad & tobago, Peru and Venezuela.

Explored Bahamian blue holes and dry caves for fossils of •	
extinct birds, reptiles and mammals.

Continued morphological and paleontological research to •	
resolve the deep nodes in avian phylogeny as part of NSF’s 
Assembling the Tree of Life program.

Continued to salvage important bird specimens from •	
wildlife rehabilitation clinics across Florida.

Vertebrate Paleontology
investigated the origin and early evolution of primates.•	

Studied mammalian faunas across the Paleocene-Eocene •	
boundary (Bighorn Basin, Wyo.) to document biotic 
changes in response to ancient global warming.

Continued research on fossil vertebrates and plants from a •	
Paleocene rainforest in northern Colombia.

Studied the paleobiology and biodiversity of Miocene •	
mammals along the Panama Canal.

Continued research on macroevolution and geochemistry •	
of Cenozoic giant sharks.

Bruce MacFadden was featured scientist in the American •	
Museum of Natural History’s The Horse exhibit.

genetic resources repository
Added material to the more than 8,000 samples of plants, •	
birds, amphibians, reptiles, fishes and marine invertebrates.

integrated the Genetic Resources Repository database with •	
databases of other Museum collections.

Hooded Merganser (Lophodytes cucullatus)

Turquoise Tanger (Tangara mexicana)
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Research Locations
Florida - All counties with special attention to Alachua, Bay, Brevard, Broward, Calhoun, Charlotte, Collier, Dade, De Soto, 
Dixie, Escambia, Franklin, Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hendry, Highlands, Hillsborough, Jackson, Jefferson, Lee, Leon, Levy, 
Liberty, Marion, Monroe, okaloosa, okeechobee, Palm Beach, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, St. Johns, St. Lucie, Santa Rosa, 
Sarasota, taylor, Volusia and Walton counties.

other states - Alabama, Arizona, California, Georgia, Hawaii, illinois, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, oregon, South Carolina, tennessee, Virginia, Washington, West 
Virginia and Wyoming.

international - Anguilla, Bahamas, Carriacou, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, England, 
France, French Polynesia, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, indonesia, italy, Jamaica, Mexico, New Guinea, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Puerto Rico, St. Lucia, trinidad & tobago, turks & Caicos, U.S. Virgin islands, Venezuela.

Grants

Florida Museum of Natural History faculty and staff managed $3.8 million in new and ongoing multi-year 
grants and contracts during 2007-08. Faculty and staff received 25 new grants totaling $2 million from the 
following institutions:

RESEARCH 
          loCations

American Museum of Natural History

Conservation international Foundation

U.S. Department of Environmental Protection

Evolving Earth Foundation

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 
Commission

Global Biodiversity informatics

institute of Museum and Library Services

Lee County

National Science Foundation

Nature Conservancy

Schlumberger Foundation

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

Smithsonian institution

Southwest Florida Community Foundation

Université de la Réunion

U.S. Department of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Commerce

teaching

Courses
ANG 4905 individual Research in Anthropology, 22 credits
ANG 6115 Problems in Caribbean Prehistory, 3 credits
ANG 6120C Environmental Archaeology, 3 credits
ANG 6905 individual Studies in Anthropology, 33 credits
ANG 6910 Supervised Research, 9 credits
ANG 6915 Research Projects in Social, Cultural, and Applied 

Anthropology, 3 credits
ANG 6945 internship in Anthropology, 8 credits
ANG 6971 Research for Master’s Thesis, 6 credits
ANG 7979 Advanced Research, 14 credits
ANG 7980 Research for Doctoral Dissertation, 29 credits
ANt 4905 individual Research, 1 credit
ANt 4147C Environmental Archaeology, 3 credits.
ARH 6900 independent Study in Museology, 3 credits
ARH 6930 Museum Ethics, 3 credits
ARH 6946 Museum Practicum, 3 credits
ARH 6971 Masters Research, 6 credits
Bio 432 Marine invertebrate Zoology (Univ. of Washington), 9 credits
Bot 4905 individual Studies in Botany, 4 credits
Bot 6910 individual Studies in Botany, 5 credits
Bot 6927 Systematics Journal Club, 1 credits
Bot 7979 Advanced Research, 32 credits
Bot 7980 Research for Doctoral Dissertation, 22 credit

Bot 2710 Practical Plant taxonomy, 3 credits
GLY 5786L topics in Field Geology-Florida Vertebrate Paleontology i, 

2 credits
GLY 6971 Research for Master’s Thesis, 8 credits
GLY 7979 Advanced Research, 7 credits
HiS 4905 individual Research, 3 credits
HiS 4970 Senior Thesis, 3 credits
HSC 4905 individual Research, 4 credits
iNt 7979 Advanced Research, 8 credits
PCB 6605 Principles of Systematic Biology, 4 credits
PCB 6905 Principles of Systematic Biology, 3 credits
Zoo 2203C invertebrate Zoology, 4 credits
Zoo 4905 individual Studies in Zoology, 19 credits
Zoo 4926 Seminar in Macroecology, 1 credit
Zoo 6905 individual Studies in Zoology, 10 credits
Zoo 6927 Advanced invertebrate Zoology, 4 credits
Zoo 6927 Methods in Phylogenetic inference, 3 credits
Zoo 7979 Advanced Research, 33 credits
Zoo 7980 Research for Doctoral Dissertation, 23 credits
Zoo 5115C/GLY 6932 Vertebrate Paleontology-Fossil Record and the 

Evolution of Vertebrates, 3 credits
Zoo 6927/GLY 6932 Cenozoic Vertebrates of the Neotropics, 3 credits
Zoo 6927/GLY 6932 Vertebrate Paleontology Seminar, 2 credits

graduate Committees served: 115
graduate Committees Chaired: 67
independent studies: 77
university of Florida scholars: Lisa Barrow and tamar Carter, mentor David Reed, Ph.D.

Florida Museum of Natural History 9Annual Report 2007-20088

(Clockwise from top left) A diver explores a submerged cave passage in the Bahamas. Museum 
researchers excavate a Lucayan Indian village in the Bahamas. A Museum field work camp site in the 
Andes Mountains, Bolivia. Museum staff and volunteers work at the Haile 7G site in Newberry, Fla.
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2007-2008 Exhibits overview
From giant sharks to African cultures, Florida Museum visitors enjoyed a 
rich year of changing exhibits and education programs. Nearly 218,000 people 
visited the Museum during the year and outreach programs reached more than 
143,000. 

Renovations at Home
This year the Museum redesigned its front 
entrance gallery to provide a friendlier, more 
attractive and more informative initial guest 
experience. The colorful design evokes natural 
history themes and the use of recycled materials 
expresses the Museum’s “green” mission. A large, 
etched glass backdrop illustrates Florida flora and 
fauna and represents the diversity of Museum 
research and education programs.

national service

in addition to state and regional programs, exhibit staff members represent the Florida Museum at the national 
level. This year, Exhibits Director Darcie MacMahon was elected to the National Association for Museum 
Exhibition board  and traveling Exhibits Coordinator tom Kyne was selected to represent the Southeast on a 
national Traveling Exhibits Professional Interest Committee. 

highlights:
Added African butterfly species to the Butterfly Rainforest to coincide •	
with the Museums’ Inside Africa temporary exhibit.

Promoted conservation-based projects with endangered species of •	
Lepidoptera through grants from various of agencies, including the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and the Florida Wildflower Foundation.

Led expeditions to locations around the world, including Costa Rica, •	
the Galapagos islands and Madagascar to collect Lepidoptera and expose 
interested members of the public to remote tropical habitats and wildlife.

McGuire Center for Lepidoptera and Biodiversity 

The McGuire Center for Lepidoptera and Biodiversity 
aggressively expanded acquisition and curation of new collections 
of butterflies and moths from private collectors and public 
institutions from across the U.S. and around the world, including 
Belgium, Denmark and Germany. Staff members also began new 
research and conservation initiatives and widened the McGuire 
Center’s contributions to graduate and undergraduate student 
instruction at the University of Florida.

The Museum is working to re-establish the 
endangered Miami Blue butterfly in south Florida.

D
etail of a Speckled Tanger (Tangara guttata)

Florida Museum of Natural History 11

McGuire Center Lepidoptera Assistant Curator Keith Willmott presents a collection of Andean butterflies.
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traveling exhibits

The year opened with the Florida Museum-produced Megalodon: Largest Shark that Ever Lived, which 
garnered plenty of local and regional attention during its six-month run and boosted Museum visitation by 
13 percent during the same time period the  previous year. Florida Museum of Natural History scientists and 
artists collaborated to create this 5,000-square-foot exhibit based on Florida Museum research and funded in 
part by a coveted National Science Foundation grant. Following its Gainesville debut, staff prepared the exhibit 
to travel on a nationwide tour. The exhibit’s first stop is Hawaii’s Bishop Museum and then it is scheduled to 
return to Florida for a Miami venue before continuing around the country. 

other current traveling exhibitions include: TUSKS! Ice Age Mammoths and Mastodons, Journal of Light: A 
Photographer’s Search for the Soul of Florida, and Fort Mose: Colonial America’s Black Fortress of Freedom. 
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Awards
The Florida Museum’s newest traveling exhibition, Megalodon: Largest Shark that Ever Lived, won 
the Southeastern Museum Conference’s esteemed Award of Excellence, a peer-juried award that places 
Megalodon at the very top of exhibits produced in the Southeast in terms of design, educational value and 
contribution to the field.  

temporary exhibits

The Museum’s changing gallery hosted two major 
exhibitions during 2007-08: Megalodon: Largest 
Shark That Ever Lived, followed by the temporary 
exhibition Inside Africa. 

The 5,000-square-foot Inside Africa is based on a 
permanent exhibit at the Field Museum of Chicago, 
and explores the many facets of Africa – its people, 
lands, rich cultural history and stories. The exhibit 
also includes sections on the African Diaspora 
and Underground Railroad. Inside Africa was well 
received by the community and drew new audiences 
to the Museum.

The galleria hosted smaller temporary exhibits created in-house.

African Pathways to Urbanism•	  documented African Studies professor Peter Schmidt’s forays into African archaeology and the 
ancient urban centers of Eritrea in the “Horn of Africa.”

The Soul of Florida Landscapes•	  featured paintings by Gary Borse. His colorful landscapes search for the “soul of a place” by 
capturing the mystery and excitement someone might “feel” more than “see” when experiencing Florida’s natural areas. 

Florida’s Vanishing Habitats and Wildlife•	  showcased Ken Sourbeer’s photography from three Florida ecosystems – coastal zones, 
freshwater wetlands and upland habitats, all part of his ongoing project to document these increasingly threatened wild places.

Gainesville artist Mary Jane Volkmann created a stunning new series of paintings for •	 Namibia: The Smile of Africa. Based on her 
23 years in Namibia, Volkmann’s work captured the nation’s ageless traditions and changes with modernization.

other temporary exhibitions included:

The 10th annual •	 Trashformations – art made from recycled material by area middle school, high school and college students.

The •	 Children’s Natural History Gallery hosted several exhibitions of Alachua County Schools student artwork exploring the 
themes of our temporary exhibits. 

The •	 Discovery Room featured butterfly photo collages by the Butterfly Learning Project at the Caring & Sharing public charter 
school of Gainesville.

in Design

Exhibitions take time to develop, and the 
Museum had a few extra projects in the 
hopper during 2007-08. A new permanent 
installation in the Galleria will feature 
rotating current science stories that reveal 
behind-the-scenes research. New permanent 
additions to the McGuire Center’s butterfly 
exhibit galleries will interpret what visitors 
observe in the laboratories and collections 
rooms. other exhibits in the design phase 
included a temporary exhibition about the 
Everglades and a traveling exhibit titled 
Dugout Canoes: Paddling Through the 
Ancient Americas. 

Visitors enjoy the exhibit Megalodon: Largest Shark That Ever Lived, which the Museum displayed June 16, 2007, - Jan. 6, 2008.

The Museum hosted Inside Africa from March 15 through Sept. 7, 2008.

Planning began for a new Everglades exhibit featuring landscape 
photographs like this cypress grove by Jeff Ripple.
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school Programs

More than 20,000 pre-K through 12th-grade students participated in educational programming either on-site 
at the Museum or through inquiry Box outreach presentations at their schools. on-site programs included 
docent-led guided tours of the permanent and temporary exhibit galleries, four-week home school programs 
and outdoor Naturalist programs utilizing the UF 
Natural Area teaching Laboratory south of the 
Museum. in partnership with the Early Learning 
Coalition of Alachua County, WUFt-tV, Alachua 
County Library District and several public and 
private daycare providers, the Florida Museum 
piloted its first Pre-K Day for 400 educators and 4- 
and 5-year-old students in February. All educators 
participated in pre- and post-event workshops that 
included materials and activities for the classroom.

Public Programs

Nearly 72,000 adults and children participated in public programming at the Museum. These activities 
included spring and summer camps, lectures, weekend and school holiday classes for kids, family day exhibition 

openings and a preschool program for tots and parents. The second year of the 
expanded Museum Nights programming (i.e. Starry Nights, Can You Dig 
it? and Day of the Dead), through partnerships with the UF departments 
of Astronomy and Geology, as well as the Center for international Studies 
and the Mexican-American Student organization, continued to grow in 
popularity. These highly successful programs drew more than 1,000 visitors 
per evening. Summer camp programming became so popular that another 
full week (10 sessions) was added to the schedule and the newly implemented 
field camps for 5th-and 6th-graders all filled within one day.
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The Museum’s Public Programs also included annual and special events such 
as Collectors Day, Earth Day and Family Days at each exhibition opening. 
Attendance at these events ranged from 500 to more than 3,000 visitors. on 
oct. 14 and 15, the Florida Museum hosted its second-annual ButterflyFest, 
reaching more than 5,000 visitors from around the country. During the 
summer, the Museum unveiled its newly designed and extended-stay 
Discovery Room with exhibit components including a coral reef, chickee hut 
and tree-Musketeers puppet theater, as well as the usual artifacts, materials 
and activities that encourage family interaction and fun. The Museum 
continued to offer specific programming including talking tales, EcoArt, 

Dr. Discovery and Puppet Theater at 
various times throughout the week. 
Due to popular demand, the Museum 
extended the Discovery Room’s stay 
beyond the summer for an additional 
12 months through August 2008.

Volunteer Program

The Museum’s Volunteer Program continues to grow and diversify. 
More than 650 volunteers provided 30,609 hours to the Museum during 
2007-08. The new program for middle and high school students – Junior 
Volunteers – reached 115 students again for the second year. These JVs 
are trained to work as interpreters in the Discovery Room, at discovery 
carts stationed throughout the Museum, in the Butterfly Rainforest, 
and as classroom assistants during kids classes and summer camps. All 
Museum volunteers participate in enrichment programs held throughout 
the year. These include training sessions on the permanent and temporary 
exhibits as well as effective techniques for engaging students in learning 
through objects and exhibits. From docents who work with our visiting 
school groups to individuals working behind-the-scenes in research and 
collections, volunteers provide a wealth of knowledge, expertise and time 
to the institution and its visitors. 

Financial assistance

The Florida Museum 
strives to make its exhibits 
and programs accessible to all visitors, regardless of socioeconomic status. While general admission to the 
Museum is free, there is an admission charge for the living Butterfly Rainforest exhibit. in an effort to make 
this exhibit and  fee-based programs accessible to everyone, the Museum  developed several assistance funds. 
The Museum actively solicits contributions from individuals, corporations and foundations for the exclusive 
purpose of offering these programs. Along with free admission and two assistance funds, the Museum’s Special 
Events including exhibit openings, Museum Nights, Discovery Room, and Family Days are always free and 
open to the general public. 

self-guided Visits:  6,580 students  2,179 adults
guided tours:  7,105 students 1,634 adults
outreach:  6,307
Counties – Alachua, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, 

Broward, Citrus, Clay, Columbia, Duval, Flagler, 
Gilchrist, Hamilton, Hernando, Hillsborough, 
indian River, Lake, Lafayette, Leon, Levy, Marion, 
Nassau, orange, osceola, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, 
Putnam, St. Johns, Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee, 
taylor, Volusia, plus North Carolina.

overall Programming
More than 92,000 visitors participated in the Museum’s 
educational programming during 2007-08, with an 
overall attendance of 217,974, and an additional 6,307 
served through outreach programs. Programming 
included curriculum-based tours for students, home 
school classes, teacher workshops, weekday and weekend 
classes for children, summer camps, lectures, outreach 
programs to schools and community centers, and public 
events ranging from temporary exhibition openings and 
Museum Nights to annual events such as Collectors Day 
and ButterflyFest.

summer Camps: 3,313
Kid’s Classes:  313
Birthday Parties: 641
science sundays: 395
museum nights:

Can you Dig it? 1,534
starry nights: 1,138
Day of the Dead: 808

Collectors Day:  2,492
ButterflyFest: 5,410
earth Day: 1,203
exhibit openings: 3,841
Discovery room: 43,000 +

admission assistance: served 4,103 children and 1,719 adults
Camp and Children’s Programming scholarships:  provided 52 scholarships

Volunteer Coordinator Julie Crosby, left, with 2008 Volunteer of 
the Year Annette Perry and Museum Director Doug Jones.

Starry Nights, left, and Collectors Day, right, are two of the Museum’s most popular public programs.
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office of Museum technology 

2007-08 major Projects:
Genetics Resources collection database application put into •	
production. The custom application was written in open-
source software. This application will be used as a model for 
future collection database applications.

installation of new oMt, Natural History, Exhibits and •	
Public Programs, research and museum-wide servers in the 
McGuire Center for Lepidoptera and Biodiversity.

Began developing a museum-wide Storage Area Network •	
and backup system with an expected 2009 completion date.

Numerous web projects and database projects were •	
undertaken and are either under development, completed or 
waiting in the queue.

installed various e-mail and other software upgrades •	
and licensing and provided periodic training sessions for 
museum staff and students on relevant topics including 
e-mail, spam, safe computing practices and security.

Completed 1,653 Help Desk requests•	

Web site

The Museum web site has more than 30,000 pages 
with more than 40 contributors and recorded nearly 
16 million visits during 2007-08.

Center for informal Science Education 

Broader implementation and steps toward national dissemination were the focus of program efforts this year. 

Marketing & Public Relations

0 5 million 10 million 15 million 20 million 25 million 30 million 35 million

0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000 250,000 300,000 350,000

06-07
07-08

Visits

Pages Viewed

Database Queries

15.93 million
15.97 million

33.45 million 
32.62 million

281,967

332,973

The Marketing and Public Relations Department, 
including Photography and Media Services, continues 
to increase its assistance to internal and external 
audiences. This includes support for the Museum’s 
temporary and traveling exhibits programs, fulfilling 
audio-visual, media and filming requests in Powell 
and McGuire Halls, and providing photography 
and other public relations services throughout the 
Museum.

highlights:
Fulfilled 3,990 work orders and information requests •	
from internal and external audiences, including 455 from 
members of the media.

Planned and coordinated 41 on-site and 18 off-site media •	
visits.

Produced 107 press releases and media advisories and •	
105 advertisements in newspapers, magazines and other 
publications for various Museum programs, activities and 
events.

Received and tracked 961 media hits for the Museum, with •	
a readership of more than 2.38 billion.

Coordinated and produced the Museum’s four pages for 10 •	
issues of Natural History Magazine.

Distributed Museum brochures and exhibit rack cards at •	
more than 750 locations on interstates 4, 10, 75 and 275 
and on U.S. 19 throughout Central and North Central 
Florida as well as in AAA offices across the state and at 
all Florida turnpike service plazas and Florida welcome 
centers.

highlights:
The federal Administration for Children and Families •	
awarded a $397,298 Head Start innovation and 
improvement Projects Year 3 implementation grant 
for An Innovative Science-based Head Start Literacy 
Curriculum: Expansion and Evaluation of Marvelous 
Explorations through Science and Stories in Marion County. 
A collaborative project with Childhood Development 
Services, inc. of Marion County (a Head Start grantee) 
and Marion County Public Library System, MESS is a 
science-centered early childhood curriculum implemented 
in 30 Head Start classrooms in Marion County. MESS 
includes 10 comprehensive science units, teacher training 
and support, and opportunities for family engagement. 
The MESS teacher Guides and other program resources 
are being prepared for the Early Childhood Learning and 
Knowledge Center, a web-based national resource offered 
by the Administration for Children and Families, office of 
Head Start. 

The Community Agency Partnership Program Grant from •	
the Alachua County Board of County Commissioners 
ended Sept. 30. This grant provided funding for continued 
implementation of Marvelous Explorations through Science 
and Stories in 36 Head Start classrooms in Alachua County 
during the 2006-2007 school year and the beginning of the 
2007-2008 school year. Alachua County MESS partners are 
the School Board of Alachua County Head Start/School 
Readiness and Alachua County Library District/Youth 
Services. 

Project Butterfly WINGS: Winning Investigative Network •	
for Great Science is a citizen science program developed 
for 4-H youth ages 9 to 13 by the Florida Museum in 
collaboration with Florida Cooperative Extension Service. 
Funded in part by a grant from the National Science 
Foundation, WINGS uses butterflies to develop science 
inquiry and life skills. WINGS participants explore the 
outdoors, learn to identify common butterflies, develop 
their own investigations, and contribute to science by 
tracking butterflies and sharing their results online. over 
time this data will inform scientists about the distribution 
and population trends of common butterfly species. 
WINGS is one of the first three Science, Engineering, and 
technology curricula being premiered by the National 4-H 
Council in fall 2008.

CiSE, the McGuire Center, and iFAS Extension received •	
a grant of $18,615 from the State of Florida, Florida 
Wildflower Foundation, inc. for a second printing of 
100,000 copies of the Florida Wildflowers and Butterflies 
brochure. This popular brochure is available at the 
Museum and distributed to extension offices, garden clubs, 
parks, nurseries and similar venues throughout the state. 
The brochure also is available as a printable PDF on the 
Museum’s web site, www.flmnh.ufl.edu/wildflower/books.
asp. 

CiSE staff members co-chaired the Museum’s two-day •	
ButterflyFest 2007 program attended by more than 8,000 
participants. 

Museum education staff member Beverly Rogers, right, leads a school outreach program.

media Visits media hits

07-0806-0705-06

Volunteer Bonnie Ogle leads the Pollinator Parade during ButterflyFest.readershipinformation 
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ABC’s Good Morning America Broadcasts live from the Butterfly Rainforest.
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Development

The 2007-08 fiscal year brought change and 
growth to the Florida Museum, which is enjoying 
a golden age of donations of collections. As many 
of our peer institutions no longer support the 
systematic research and analysis of the world’s 
biodiversity, the Museum has increased its efforts 
to study and preserve as much of the Earth’s 
precious flora and fauna as possible before 
environmental pressures cause their extinction. 
As a result, many world-class biological specimen 
collections are finding their way to the Florida 
Museum. 

in an effort to raise awareness and support of butterfly research and conservation, a unique butterfly-
naming opportunity was auctioned by the Museum, raising $42,071. This new species of owl butterfly 

from Mexico and the southern U.S. was named Opsiphanes blythekitzmillerae in honor of Margery 
Minerva Blythe Kitzmiller, and given the common name of the Minerva owl butterfly. other new 

initiatives include the creation of a new Legacy Society to honor and thank donors who have made 
provisions in their estate plans for the Museum, such as former Florida Museum Director Arnold 
Grobman, whose bequest will support Herpetology, and Nathaniel Reed, whose estate gift will 

create an endowment to fund the Nathaniel Pryor Reed Scholars in Florida Biodiversity. 

to continue its efforts to be a better steward of the environment, the Florida Museum partnered with a local 
developer, donor, volunteer and friend to “go green.” Phil and Barbara Emmer have passionately led an initiative 
to rid the world of plastic shopping bags. They have donated time and resources to help spearhead a re-usable 
canvas shopping bag program. The initial sale of 5,000 bags was so successful that a second order of bags was 
purchased. Proceeds from the program support exhibits and public outreach within the Museum. The Museum 
is honored to partner with the Emmers and extends its deepest appreciation to them. 

The end of this fiscal year also marked a transition for two members of the Museum family. Beverly Sensbach, 
who had been Development Director for several years, assumed the position of Assistant Director of the 
Museum, and Josh McCoy, a native of Gainesville and long-time friend of the Museum, joined the ranks as the 
Museum’s new development officer. 

The museum is extremely thankful for the support of its friends, donors and volunteers. The last decade’s 
unprecedented growth of new facilities, research and programs would not have been possible without the 
generosity of donors who believe in the importance of the museum’s mission. Private gifts are essential 
to the museum’s success and continued growth. tax deductible gifts such as cash, securities, real estate, 
collections, and other assets are accepted and may be unrestricted or directed to the department or 
program of the donor’s choice. 

For more information on how you can support the Florida museum of natural history, please contact the 
museum Development office, (352) 273-2086.
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Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps)

Every gift to the Florida Museum of Natural History- whether of time, resources 
or collections - enhances and expands all of its activities and thus the quality 
of the visitor experience. there are a variety of ways to contribute to the 
Museum and its mission, and participation is welcomed at any level.

Membership

The Florida Museum’s members form the core of its support and are important 
participants in its programs, as well as community advocates. in fiscal year 2007-

2008 membership grew 5 percent to more than 900 Associates and Curators Society donors.

Memberships support all areas of the Museum as well as the members’ preview lectures and special events. in 
the past year previews were held for Inside Africa, which had an extended stay due to its popularity within the 
community. The Museum also offered a Tastes, Tunes and Treasures VIP Open House featuring the ornithology 
Collections.  Guests viewed a selection of the Museum’s finest specimens of birds, eggs and nests and listened to 
bird sound recordings while interacting with curators, staff and graduate students. 

The Florida Museum Associates Board held its most successful Passport to date, Passport to Paris by Night! on 
March 7, 2008. Board members, community sponsors, host committee members and other attendees raised 
more than $52,000 to fund Museum research and programs while enjoying an evening of fabulous costumes, 
decorations, dancing and Parisian cuisine. 

The Museum expanded membership during 2007-08 to include the Butterfly Rainforest exhibit with 
MembershipPlus categories. For a slightly higher cost, MembershipPlus entitles members to all benefits and 
also allows them to enjoy unlimited admission to the Butterfly Rainforest exhibit year-round.
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membership levels:
 Associates:      MembershipPlus:
Student  $25       
individual  $50     $70
Dual  $75         $110
Family  $100       $150
Supporting  $150   $200
Explorer  $250     $300

Curators society:
Benefactor       gifts of $500 and above
Fellow          gifts of $1,000 and above
Patron           gifts of $2,500 and above
Director’s Circle  gifts of $5,000 and above

For more information please contact:
gifts and Corporate sponsorship: Joshua McCoy, Director of Development, (352) 273-2086
membership:  (www.flmnh.ufl.edu/membership)  Leslie Campbell, Membership Coordinator, (352) 273-2047
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$100,000 or more
Arnold B. Grobman (*, **)
Nathaniel P. Reed & Alita D. Weaver (**)
tBE, LLC  (g)
Michael & Heidi M. toomey (g, *)

$50,000 or more
Ron Hirzel (g)

$25,000 or more
Anonymous
Francis & Miranda Childress Fdtn., inc.
Thomas C. Emmel (g)
Charles t. Jeremiah & Marla A. Moore (g)
John K. & Melissa Jeremiah (g)
Michael P. Jeremiah & Barbara C. Moore (g)
Roslyn F. & Norman S. Levy (g, *)
Maple Hill Foundation
Susan M. & Dwight D. Sipprelle
John E. Van Dellen (g) 

$10,000 or more
Paul G. Benedum, Jr.
Chris C. & Gayle P. Bundschu
Gladys G. Cofrin (c)
Catherine A. & Richard B. Crandall (*)
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund
David Eiler  (d, g)
Elizabeth ordway Dunn Foundation, inc.
Philip i. & Barbara L. Emmer
Anthony Flanagan (g)
Florida Biodiversity Foundation, inc.
Florida Wildflower Foundation, inc.
Gainesville Community Foundation (c)
Clifford J. & Patricia E. Jeremiah (g)
John W. & Peggy B. Kirkpatrick
Carolyn Kistner (g)

$5,000 or more
Anonymous (c) 
Clark & Carolyn Adams Foundation (c)
Alachua County Board of County Commissioners
Richard A. & Gloria A. Anderson (g)
Community Foundation of New Jersey
Charles V. & Elizabeth B. Covell (g, *)
John & Gretchen Coyle
Charles H. & Wanda N. Denny (c)
Charles H. Denny iii Charit. Lead trust (c)
Charles B. & M. Suzanne Edwards
Reverend Robert C. Eisele (g)
Paul F. & Ella Warren Miller
Carol N. & terry Mullane (c)
o’Bannon Snook tournament
Pamphalon Foundation, inc. (c)
Floyd W. & June D. Preston (g)
F.A.o. Schwarz Family Foundation
Sear Family Foundation
Alan Singer (g)
James K. & Lori M. toomey
Robert A. Wells, Jr.

$2,500 or more
Virginia L. Amsler
BBi Construction Management, inc.
Alyce B. Boyd
Jim Brock (g)
Harvey M. Budd & ilene Silverman-Budd (*)
Ann B. Bussel
Joseph C. & Virginia A. Cauthen
David R. & Jacklyn A. Challoner (c)
Carol A. Crevasse
Marshall M. & Paula P. Criser
irving L. Finkelstein
Sam H. & Deborah L. Goforth (c) 
Richard L. & Mary A. Green (c)
James M. Grooms & Lisa A. Wasshausen (c)
Gordon L. & Catherine Hubbell (g, *)
Christopher M. James
Douglas S. & Sheila H. Jones (*)
Paul A. & Leslie R. Klein (*)
Thomas W. & Virginia S. Klein (g)
William H. Marquardt & Karen J. Walker (*)
Mark W. Meisel & Anna-Lisa Paul (c)
Lee D.  (d) & Jacqueline Y. Miller (*)
Betty & Bob Porter (c)
S & S Cleaners, inc. (g, c)
Jon F. & Beverly S. Sensbach (*, c)
Douglas L. Smith & Elizabeth A. Davis (c)
Stephen F. & Renee Smith (g, c)
Josephine F. Steinhauser
Rick & Aase B. Thompson (*)
C. Frederick & Aase B. Thompson Fdtn. (*)
Uniforce Sales & Engineering
Wachovia

$1,000 or more
Anonymous 
W. Graham Arader iii
Lawrence E. & Carol F. Aten
George t. Austin
Peter A. & Sally S. Bergsten
Kenneth i. & Laura L. Berns (c)
Sylvia A. Chappell
David R. & Marion F. Colburn (c)
Collier Enterprises
Nathan S. Collier & Anna Gueorguieva
Michael M. Dion
Betty Dunckel (*)
Fossil Club of Lee County
Leonard t. & Elizabeth t. Furlow
Gulf Elementary School
Harriett P. Hulbert
Prof. Roy Hunt (c)
Arlene C. Huszar & Victor M. Yellen
John A. Hyatt (g)
indigo LLC (g)
informal Education Products Ltd.
Robert t. & Donna M. ing (c)
Kurt Johnson (g)
Kelly Foundation, inc.
Dorothy A. Lavick-tinney
Madelyn M. Lockhart
Bruce J. & Jeannette D. MacFadden
J. Bernard & Christine A. Machen

McLaughlin tourism Management
D. Bruce Means (g)
Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation, inc. (*, c)
Anne B. & Peter A. Meylan (g)
Robert H. Milbrath
Ann E. & Geoffrey W. Moore
Michael P. & Becky A. Moulton
Lee A. Newsom
Max A. Nickerson
Nisus Corp. (g)
A. Darlene & Jeffrey L. Novak (*)
William D. & Sandra t. olinger
D. Kay  & Conrad C. Palumbo
Penniman Family Foundation
Annette L. Perry (c)
Marshall E. Rinker, Sr. Foundation, inc.
The Hon. Phyllis M. Rosier (c)
Eric W. & Jennifer N. Scott
Mark J. & Deborah L. Simon (g)
Robert N. & Beverly t. Singer (*)
Richard t. & Jean W. Smith
Robert B. Spangenberg (c)
Paul D. Vartanian
Thomas E. & The Hon. Martha C. Warner (c)
Mahito Watabe
Howard V. & Camilla B. Weems (c)

$500 or more
Anonymous (c)
Arts Assoc. of Alachua County, inc.
Assn. for tropical Lepidoptera
Mary E. Frey Bennett & Richard L. Bennett iii
James C. Betz & Eva A. Dimitrov (c)
The Bonita Bay Group 

David t. & Carolyn t. Brown
Robert A. Bryan (*)
Sandra M. Campbell (c)
Donald & Cecilia A. Caton (*)
Cynthia R. & Patrick t. Cimino (c)
Richard L. & Gloria C. Comstock (c)
Ann S. Cordell (*)
Donald A. Cyzewski
L. Nick Davis & & Sergio Marentes
Diamond tours, inc.
Joshua C. & Sally D. Dickinson (*) 
Lammot duPont
Susan B. & ian Duvenhage (*)
Florida Woodland Consolidated, inc.
Frey Foundation
Marc A. Gale (c)
Margaret M. Gilliland (c)
The Gourmet Rodent, inc.
Greater Pine island Chamber of Commerce
A. William & Edna S. Hager
Woodward S. Hanson
Barbara A. & Carl A. Harcourt
Gene W. & Evelyn H. Hemp (*)
L. Clark & B.J. Hodge (*)
Robert D. Holt & Lynne Weissmann Holt (c) 
Honc industries (g)
Suzanne R. & Kenneth B. Kirkpatrick (*)
Robert A.  & Phyllis F. Levitt
Bill Lindsley & Co.

Judy M. Lundquist & George H. Weems
Main Sail Video Productions, inc. (g) 
Edith A. Marquardt-Cuda (*)
F. Jack McCombs (c)
W. A. & Elizabeth McGriff
Kenneth R. & Linda C. McGurn
W. Jeffrey Mudgett & Cynthia L. Deragon (g)
Joyce C. & Thomas Mutz
Gladys Pappalardi (g)
Daniel J. Parker (g)
Parker/Mudgett/Smith Architects, inc. (g)
Roger W. & Anne E. Portell
Paul A. & Susan P. Robell (c)
Rockcoustic Systems, inc. (g)
Arlan L. & Edith K. Rosenbloom (c)
Mary E. & Robert S. Rude
Donna L. Ruhl (*)
ilene Safron (g)
Karl F. & Kathryn K. Schroeder
Linda L. & George t. Singleton (*)
Jack R. & Eileen M. Smith (c)
Wayne H. Smith & Mitzi C. Austin (*)
David W. Steadman
Suncoast Beverage Co.
Sharon K. & Joseph Thomas (*)
Stephen D. & Susan L. tutko
Maria H. Velazquez (c)
Wallace t. Ward iii
Neil L. & Mary A. White (c)
Norris H. & Nancy  F. Williams (*)
William G. & Victoria t. Winterer
Marie E. Zeglen (*)

$250 or more
Cammy R. Abernathy & Stephen J. Pearton (*)
Micah J. Adams
Anthony B. & Vivynne M. Agrios (*)
R. A. & G. A. Anderson (*)
Walter o. & Pamela L. Barry (*)
Bradley S. & Joyce B. Bender
Jon & Marti C. Berger (*)
Sandra A. & Jerry J. Berger (*)
John C. & tifi Bierley
D. Michael & Judy E. Blachly (*)
Roger L. & Linda M. Blackburn
Bruce M. Boyd (g)
Mark L. Brantly & Judy F. Lew (*)
Roger t. & Claudia H. Brill 
Campus USA Credit Union
Challenger Middle School
Priscilla R. Cheney
Betty J. & Samuel o. Colgate (*)
Dampier Septic tank, inc.
Roland C. & Joyce L. Daniels
Delectable Collectables
Joshua C. & Sarah B. Dickinson (*)
J. Lee  & Barbara K. Dockery (*)
Paul L. & Polly Doughty
Kitty F. Emery (*)
Angela J. Enzweiler & Alexander Shatas (*)
Expedition travel, inc.
Mark J. Flannery & Leslie D. Bram
Janie M. Fouke (*)

J. Robin & Lin S. Fox
Mary Ellen & Paul E. Funderburk
Peter F. & Lisa M. Gearen
James A. & Ellen R. Gershow (*)
ira H. & Gerri E. Gessner (*)
Laura L. Gillman (*)
Michael W. & Elsbeth K. Gordon (*)
Desta Y.  & Peter V. Hansen
Melinda C. Henderson
Andrew S. & Sharon S. Hirshik (*)
Shirley S. Hoch
Charles i. & Bobbie Lee Holden (*)
David L. Huffman
Kenni W. James & Thomas M. Pinckard (*)
Roman Janos
Robert H. Jerry & Lisa Nowak Jerry (*)
Linda G. & Clayton H. Kallman (*)
David A. & Lee Anne Keough
Gerald & Kathryn L. Kidder (*)
King insurance Agency
Malcolm C. & Susan King (*)
Margaret L. & Barney King
Carole A. Kircher
Kenneth L. Krysko (g)
Cynthia L. Larimer (*)
Raymond A. & Carolyn H. Larue (*)
Bonnie L. Laslo
Christopher M. & Holly A. Leber (*)
Caridad E. Lee (*)
Selden & Anne t. Longley (*)
Ralph L. & Bronia L. Lowenstein (*)
Steven R. Manchester & Christine M. Kampny
Sarah M. & Robert D. Manley (*)
Bruce A. Mast & Lynn S. Findley (*)
Beth & James E. McCague
Shelley Melvin
Ellen L. & Gary J. Miller, Ph.D. (*)
Rebecca M. & Paul D. Nagy (*)
Douglas R. & Catherine R. Noble (*)
June M. Nogle (*)
Su-Min oon (*)
Larry M. Page & W. tangjtjareon (*)
Edward Petkus (*)
John M. Pla iii & Amy L. Howard
Darla S. & Frank E. Raines (*)
Charles L. & Anne D. Reynolds
Thomas D. Rider & H. Jane Brockmann (*)
Brenda V. & Russell L. Robinson (*)
John J. & Nancy H. Ross
School District of Lee County
Michael B. & Kathryn R. Seagle
Graig D. & Kris Shaak (*)
James o. & Jane C. Shimeall (*)
Thomas C. & Susan B. Spain (*)
Robert & Carolyn S. Thoburn
Venture Realty of North Florida, inc
Michael E. & Phyllis P. Warren
Richard A. & Patty Jo Watson
Wilse B. Webb (*)
B. Joe & Evelyn V. Wilder (*)
Michael C. Wright (*)
Michelle B. & Lee Yates (*)

Florida Museum  
Associate Board Members
Malcolm King, President
Bill olinger, Vice President
Barbara Emmer, Secretary
Ken McGurn, Treasurer
Joel Buchanan
Ginny Cauthen
Jacki Challoner
Joyce Daniels
Mary Ellen Funderburk, Emeritus
Libby Furlow, Emeritus
Sam Goforth
Elise Gresham, Emeritus (d) 
BJ Hodge
Peggy Kirkpatrick, Emeritus
Suzanne Kirkpatrick
Leslie Klein, Emeritus
Carrie Lee
Roslyn Levy
Judy Locascio
Bronia Lowenstein, Emeritus
Bruce Mast
Ann Moore
terry Mullane 
Annette Perry
Kirk Ruth
Harry Shaw
Jim Shimeall
ilene Silverman
Beverly Singer 
Aase Thompson
Marie tuck
Maria Velazquez
Lisa Wasshausen 
Victor Yellen, Emeritus

Key:
* Museum Associates
g Gifts in Kind
** Deferred Gifts
c Curators Society
d Deceased

G
olden-hooded Tanager (Tangara larvata)
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Eastern Phoebe (Sayornis phoebe)
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Peer-reviewed and other 
scientific Publications:
Aubrey, C.W. and F.F. snelson Jr. 2008. Early life history 
of the spinner shark in a Florida nursery. pp. 175-189 in 
C.t. McCandless, N.E. Kohler, and H.L. Pratt, eds. Shark 
Nursery Grounds of the Gulf of Mexico and the East Coast 
Waters of the United States. American Fisheries Society 
Symposium 50.

Albright, L.B. iii, M.o. Woodburne, t.J. Fremd, C.C. 
Swisher, B.J. macFadden, and G.R. Scott. 2008. Revised 
chronostratigraphy and biostratigraphy of the John 
Day Formation (turtle Cove and Kimberly Members), 
oregon, with implications for updated calibration of the 
Arikareean North American land mammal age. Journal of 
Geology 116(3):211-237.

allen, J.m., J. Coltrain, l. Wilkins, S. Flanagin, and D. 
reed. 2007. Stable isotope geochemistry as a means of 
assessing Florida Panther diet. Florida Museum of Natural 
History Bulletin 47:1-108.

Anderson, R.A., g.t. austin, and a.D. Warren. 2008. A 
female Haemactis Mabille, 1903, from Central America 
(Hesperiidae: Pyrginae). Bulletin of the Allyn Museum 
153:1-5.

austin, g.t. 2008. Hesperiidae of Rondônia, Brazil: 
taxonomic comments on “night” skippers, with 
descriptions of new genera and species (Eudaminae). 
Insecta Mundi 29:1-36.

austin, g.t. 2008. Hesperiidae of Rondônia, Brazil: a new 
genus and species of Pyrginae. Journal of the Lepidopterists’ 
Society 62:36-39.

austin, g.t. 2008. Hesperiidae of Rondônia, Brazil: comments on 
Propertius Evans, with description of a new species (Lepidoptera: 
Hesperiidae: Hesperiinae). Bulletin of the Allyn Museum 154:1-
11.

austin, g.t. and o.H.H. Mielke. 2007. Hesperiidae of Rondönia, 
Brazil: Carystus, with descriptions of two new species (Hesperiidae: 
Hesperiinae). Bulletin of the Allyn Museum 148:1-13.

austin, g.t., o.H.H. Mielke, and A.D. Warren. 2008. A new 
Parelbella from Mexico (Hesperiidae: Pyrginae: Pyrrhopygini). 
Florida Entomologist 91:30-35.

austin, g.t., l.D. miller, and J.y. miller. 2007. taxonomic 
comments on Pseudolycaena Wallengren (Lepidoptera: 
Lycaenidae: Theclinae: Eumaeini). Bulletin of the Allyn Museum 
149:1-22. 

austin, g.t. and a.D. Warren. 2007. type of Copaeodes chromis 
Skinner, 1919 (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae: Hesperiinae). Insecta 
Mundi 19:1-2.

austin, g.t., a.D. Warren, C.M. Penz, J.E. Llorente-Bousquets, 
A.L. Martínez, and i. Vargas-Fernández. 2007. A new species 
of Opsiphanes Doubleday, [1849] from western Mexico 
(Nymphalidae: Morphinae: Brassolini). Bulletin of the Allyn 
Museum 150:1-20.

Barclay, R., J. McElwain, D. Dilcher, and B. Sageman. 2007. The 
cuticle database: developing an interactive tool for taxonomic 
and paleoenvironmental study of the fossil cuticle record. pp. 
39-56 in D.m. Jarzen, s.r. manchester, G.J. Retallack, and s.a. 
Jarzen, eds. Advances in Angiosperm Paleobotany and Paleoclimatic 
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Bare-faced Ground-dove (Metriopelia ceciliae)

Great Antshrike (Taraba major)

Yellow-tailed Oriole (Icterus mesomelas)



Annual Report 2007-200826 Florida Museum of Natural History 27

DireCtor’s oFFiCe
Director – Douglas S. Jones, Ph.D.
Associate Director – Graig D. Shaak, Ph.D.
Executive Secretary – Sharon K. Thomas 

 Budget and human resources
 Assistant Director – A. Darlene Novak
 office Manager – Barbara L. Hackett
 Pcards – Audrey L. Ford
  Katie M. Suggs
 Personnel/Payroll – Christian B. Pickles
  Arja A. Rompotti-Horn
  Rachel E. Sloan
 Purchasing – Mary B. Windham
 travel – Shuronna C. Wilson
 
 Development / membership
 Development Director – Beverly S. Sensbach
 Membership Coordinator – Leslie L. Campbell
 Secretary – Susan A. Jarzen
 
 museum technology
 Coordinator – William G. Paine
 Network Manager – Daniel F. Stoner
 Webmaster – Sarah E. Fazenbaker
 it Practitioner – timothy J. talley
 it Specialists – Matthew J. Collins
  olusegun Yayi

DePartment oF natural history   
(Collections & research)
Associate Director and Chair – David W. Steadman, Ph.D. 
Assistant to Chair & Anthropology Registrar –  
 Elise V. LeCompte
Facilities Manager – George D. Hecht
Program Assistant – Pamela W. Dennis

 Caribbean archaeology 
 Curator – William F. Keegan, Ph.D.

 environmental archaeology 
 Assistant Curator – Katherine F. Emery, Ph.D. 
 Collection Manager – irvy R. Quitmyer

 Florida Program for shark research (FPsr)
 Director, FPSR, and Curator, international Shark  
  Attack File – George H. Burgess
 Education Coordinator – Cathleen L. Bester
 Research Biologist – Andrew N. Piercy
 Post-Doctoral Research Associates –  
  Christina L. Conrath, Ph.D. 
  Jason G. Romine, Ph.D.
 
 herbarium 
 Curator and Keeper – Norris H. Williams, Ph.D.
 Assistant Curator – Nicoletta Cellinese, Ph.D.
 Collection Manager – Kent D. Perkins
 Sr. Biologist – W. Mark Whitten, Ph.D. 
 Program Assistant – Gertrude R. Lindler

 herpetology  
 Curator – Max A. Nickerson, Ph.D.
 Associate Scientist – L. Richard Franz, Jr.
 Collection Manager – Kenneth L. Krysko, Ph.D.
 
 ichthyology  
 interim Curator – Lawrence M. Page, Ph.D.
 Assistant Scientist – J. Andres Lopez, Ph.D.
 Collection Manager – Robert H. Robins
 Biological Scientist – Griffin E. Sheehy
 Post-Doctoral Research Associates –  
  Rebecca E. Johansen, Ph.D.
  tuuli E. Makinen, Ph.D.

 informatics
 Associate Curator – Reed Beaman, Ph.D.
 it Expert – Katarzyna Rachwal
 it Specialist – Gregory H. traub

 

 invertebrate Paleontology 
 Curator – Douglas S. Jones, Ph.D. 
 Collection Manager – Roger W. Portell
 Laboratory technician – Brian A. Kittle
 Museum operations Specialist  – Sean W. Roberts
 
 Katharine ordway Chair of ecosystem Conservation  
 Eminent Scholar – Scott K. Robinson, Ph.D. 
 Biological Scientist – Steve G. Daniels
 
 latin american art and archaeology
 Curator – Susan Milbrath, Ph.D.

 lepidoptera and Biodiversity (mcguire Center)
 Center Director – Thomas C. Emmel, Ph.D.
 Curators – Jacqueline Y. Miller, Ph.D. 
  Lee D. Miller, Ph.D. (d)
 Assistant Curators – Paul Z. Goldstein, Ph.D.
  Keith R. Willmott, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor – Jaret C. Daniels, Ph.D.
 Curatorial Scientist – Charles V. Covell, Jr., Ph.D.
 Collection Manager – George t. Austin, Ph.D.
 Collections Coordinator – Andrei Sourakov, Ph.D.
 Construction Coordinator – James B. Schlachta
 Vivarium Assistant Manager – Jeffrey L. Hansen
 Living Exhibits Specialist – Michael R. Boulware
 Program Assistant – Christine M. Eliazar
 Post-Doctoral Research Associates –  
  J. Akers Pence, Ph.D. 
  Andrew D. Warren, Ph.D.
           
 malacology  
 Curators – Gustav Paulay, Ph.D. 
  Fred G. Thompson, Ph.D. 
 Adjunct Curator – Kenneth C. Emberton, Ph.D.
    Collection Manager – John D. Slapcinsky
  Collection Assistant – Amanda M. Bemis

 mammalogy
 Assistant Curator – David L. Reed, Ph.D.
 Collection Manager – Candace L. McCaffery
     Post-Doctoral Research Associate –  
  Jessica E. Light, Ph.D.

 molecular systematics & evolutionary genetics
 Distinguished Professor – Pamela S. Soltis, Ph.D.
 Assistant Scientist – Matthew A. Gitzendanner, Ph.D.
 
 museum studies
 Curator – Charlotte M. Porter, Ph.D.

 north Florida archaeology 
 Curator – Jerald t. Milanich, Ph.D.
 Collection Manager – Donna L. Ruhl
    Ceramic technologist – Ann S. Cordell

 ornithology  
 Curator – David W. Steadman, Ph.D. 
 Collection Managers – Andrew W. Kratter, Ph.D.
  Thomas A. Webber, Ph.D.

 Paleobotany and Palynology  
 Graduate Research Professor – David L. Dilcher, Ph.D. 
 Curator – Steven R. Manchester, Ph.D. 
 Collection Manager – Hongshan Wang, Ph.D.
 Biological Scientist – terry A. Lott
 Courtesy Research Scientist – David M. Jarzen, Ph.D.

 spanish Colonial archaeology
 Distinguished Research Curator –  
  Kathleen A. Deagan, Ph.D. 
 Collection Manager – Gifford J. Waters, Ph.D.

 south Florida archaeology 
 Curator – William H. Marquardt, Ph.D. 
 Assistant Scientist & Collection Manager –  
  Karen J. Walker, Ph.D.

 

 sW Florida archaeology  
  (randell research Center)
 Director – William H. Marquardt, Ph.D. 
 Assistant Director, Research Programs and  
  Services  – John E. Worth, Ph.D. 
 Coordinator, Research Programs & Services –  
  Kara A. Bridgman
    Program Assistant – Jennifer J. Jennings 
 
 Vertebrate Paleontology 
 Curator – Bruce J. MacFadden, Ph.D.
 Assistant Curator – Jonathan i. Bloch, Ph.D.
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July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008

(d) Deceased

* Gifts include $400,000 to endowment principal.

** Contracts and Grants includes $800,000 in multi-year grants. 

FY 2007-2008 FiNANCiALS

expenditures revenue:

total- $16.1 million total- $17.3 million

Collections and 
research

$9.5 million (59%)
operations 
$2.1 million 

(13%)

exhibits and 
Public Programs

$4.5 million (28%)

gifts
$2.0 million* 

(11.5%)

Contracts and 
grants

$3.8 million** 
(22%)

earned income
$1.7 million (9.8%)

state allocation
$9.3 million (53.8%)

interest
$500,000 (2.9%)

tastes, tunes & 
treasures
The Museum offered a Tastes, 
Tunes and Treasures VIP Open 
House featuring the ornithology 
collections. Guests viewed a 
selection of the Museum’s finest 
specimens of birds, eggs and 
nests and listened to bird sound 
recordings while interacting 
with curators, staff and graduate 
students.
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Speckled Tanager (Tangara guttata)
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