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The genus MangiJera presently consists of about 40 species distributed in southeast Asia 
and Indo-Malayan region (Willis 1973). Out of them only four species are found in India 
(Santapau & Henry 1973). If the fossil record of Mangifera and the Mangifera-like fossil is 
indicative of the area of origin, then serious consideration musl be given to northeast India 

as an area of origin. 
Since all the older fossil records of MangiJera are known from northeast India, this 

should be considered the area of its origin. This supports the view already proposed by 
Santapau (1966) and Simmonds (1976) that centre of origin of Mango is the area of eastern 
India (Fig. 1). From there the genus was disseminated into neighbouring areas after the 
formation of land connections between India and Mataysia through Burma. These land 
connections were fonned due to the collision of The Indian Plate with the Asian Plate at the 
end of Eocene/beginning of Oligocene (Smith & Briden 1979). After the land connection was 
established between India and Asia, the ancestral slock of Mangifera migrated east and west. 
Extensive species diversified in the Malaysian and Sumatran rain forests (Fig. 1). 
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